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From the President
Bike to Work Follow-
up: Progress and
Challenges

By Lea Brooks
ith Bike to Work Day behind us, it’s
time to focus on helping our co-work-

ers, friends and family members who tried
pedal power for the first time last month to
stay committed.

It was great fun to talk to dozens of bi-
cycle enthusiasts who
stopped by the SABA
booth at the Bike to Work
Day Bike Fest May 20 at
the California Environ-
mental Protection Agency.
Overall, individuals were
enthusiastic about bicy-
cling, grateful for SABA’s
efforts and wanted infor-
mation about which routes
to take.

They also expressed
concern about a reduction
in funding for the Ameri-
can River Parkway bike
trail that eliminated one
county park ranger posi-
tion and a maintenance
worker position, aggres-
sive motorists and the
need to fix gaps in the bi-
cycle transportation sys-
tem.  They are incredulous that downtown
Sacramento, dominated by one-way, three-
lane streets with parking on both sides, con-
tinues to accommodate motorists at the ex-
pense of bicycle safety.  Are you listening
Sacramento City Council?

While SABA is making progress on some

Bike to Work Day:
Bikes, Bikes
Everywhere

By Walt Seifert
ike to Work Day May 20 was a great
day to ride a bike. The weather was per-

fect — despite a worrisome earlier forecast
that it would rain for the first time in months.

While Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger wasn’t
on hand, his California Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s (Cal/EPA) head honcho,
Terry Tamminen, led a pedal pool of some 60

cyclists from Land Park to the Cal/EPA down-
town headquarters. The pedal pool included
three state senators: Deborah Ortiz (Sacra-
mento), Tom Torlakson (Antioch) and Jack
Scott (Pasadena).  Channel 31’s Good Day
Sacramento reporter Kari Alexander inter-
viewed the riders live when they arrived.

Cal/EPA organized other pedal pools from

Citrus Heights Delays
and Weakens Bike
Plan

By Walt Seifert
he city of Citrus Heights, worried about
the trails element of its draft bikeway

master plan, has delayed taking any formal
action on the plan.  City staff is removing
the trails, some 14 miles in all, from the plan
before taking it back to the city’s Planning
Commission.

SABA, along with Citrus Heights resi-
dents David Canady
and Debbie LeVon
(members of the Sacra-
mento Wheelmen and
Sacramento Bike Hik-
ers, respectively), met
with city General Ser-
vices Director David
Wheaton and project
manager Kevin Becker
on May 10.  Wheaton
believes it does not
make sense to try to ad-
vance a plan that cre-
ates controversy, espe-
cially when the trails
would be expensive to
build and the city has
no money for their con-
struction.

SABA is concerned
that trail and cycling

proponents really haven’t been able to have
their say and that a small group of oppo-
nents, raising every conceivable objection
without any data to back them up, have been
able to steer the process.

The truth is that trails are great amenities
and Citrus Heights needs them and will ben-
efit from them.  The trails will not make Cit-

Cyclists line up for free tune-ups on Bike to Work Day
Photo by Dave Cassel
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SABA Pizza Party —
Pizza,  Soda and Doin' Stuff
The monthly SABA Volunteer
Work and Pizza Party will be
Thursday, July 15 from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
SABA Galactic HQ, 909
12th St.  You — yes, you
— are invited to attend and
join in the revelry and good times to
be had.  There will also be high-carb
pizza to be had, along with plenty of
bike talk.

SABA Mission
SABA represents bicyclists.

Our aim is more and safer trips by bike.

SABA Vision
Bicycling for everyday transportation is common

because it is safe, convenient and desirable.

SABA’s Folsom Chapter, the Folsom Area Bicycle Ad-
vocates (FABA), meets at 7 p.m. the third Thursday of the
month. For more information, call Chapter Chair Tony Pow-
ers at (916) 353-1745 or you may e-mail  FABA at
faba@tomatoweb.com.
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SABA Board Members
and Officers

Lea Brooks, President
Beverly Taylor, Vice President
Aron Livingston, Treasurer
John Whelan, Secretary
Skip Amerine
Tony Powers

SABA Staff
Executive Director: Walt Seifert (saba@sacbike.org)
Volunteer Coordinator: Larry Robinson

(volunteer@sacbike.org)

Contacting SABA
Phone: (916) 444-6600
E-mail: saba@sacbike.org
http://www.sacbike.org

SABActions
Meetings
SABA members attended these meetings:
• Sacramento Transportation and Air Quality Collaborative plenary

and group sessions
• Measure A Advisory Committee
• SACOG Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan Subcommittee
• American River Parkway Plan Update Citizens Advisory

Committee

Letters
SABA sent letters to:
• Sacramento Transportation Authority Board on Measure A
• Sacramento City Council supporting containerization of green

waste, but pointing out waste containers are hazards

Testimony
SABA testified to:
• Sacramento Transportation Authority on Measure A

Other
• Met with Citrus Heights General Services director
• SABA table at Capitol fitness event

Welcome new members!
John Appelbaum
Hal Baker
John Burke
Suzanne Gilmore
April Gomez
John, Joyce & Kelly Grady
Tiffany Guthrie
Lesa Havert
Gary Hunter
Alan Langdon
Leslie Lindsey
Frances Chacon & Anne Mask
Steven Maviglio
Caroll Mortensen
Elizabeth Murphy
Joseph Neilan
Theodore Parker
Jim Sam
Dmitri Stanich
Mark White
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President, from page 1

fronts, we continue to face challenges on others, such as the
deeply disappointing proposed allocation for Measure A to
fund transportation systems in Sacramento County (see story
on page 8).  The fact is that bicycle facilities have been sorely
under-funded for years and as a result, our transportation sys-
tem remains dominated by motor vehicles.

SABA recognizes that bicycling for transportation is not for
everyone.  But we believe that the current approximately 3 per-
cent of trips by bicycle in Sacramento County can be increased
to 10 percent if bike facilities continue to be expanded and
improved.  Encouraging more trips by bicycle makes economic
sense because cyclists cause no pollution or traffic conges-
tion, plus cycling is healthy.

One project that should significantly boost the number of
commuters who use bicycles for at least part of their journey is
a major expansion of the Sacramento Regional Transit (RT) light
rail system along the Highway 50 corridor from Mather Field to
Sunrise Boulevard.  June 13 is the official start date of this
extension, which includes new stations at Zinfandel, Cordova
Town Center and Sunrise.  In another year, light rail along the
Highway 50 corridor will be extended to downtown Folsom.

SABA believes that the combination of bicycling and public
transportation represents a significant potential for increasing
trips made by bike.  The new light rail stations were designed to
be more accessible to bicyclists and pedestrians than earlier

stations.  Many commuters may be willing to ride one way to
work if they have the ability to take light rail the other way.  Or
they may choose to cycle to the light rail station and leave their
bike there if secure parking is provided.

Under current regulations, there are no peak hour restric-
tions for bikes on light rail and the maximum number of bikes
allowed on each light rail car is four.  The exception is the first
car of a multicar train, which allows only two bikes in the rear to
accommodate passengers with disabilities.

SABA will be closely monitoring RT to determine if an antici-
pated increase in demand by bicyclists to take light rail trains,
particularly at night, is accommodated.  In February 2003, RT
doubled from two to four the number of bicyclists allowed on
one-car trains that run at night and on weekends.

With the expansion to Sunrise, it is even more important for
SABA to follow up with RT to determine how the revision from
two to four bikes on one-car trains is working and whether any
surveys have been conducted to determine how many bicy-
clists are turned away from boarding night trains because a
maximum number of bikes is already aboard.

The best way for SABA to support all bike commuters, in-
cluding new converts, is to continue to strive for a more bal-
anced transportation system that truly provides a safe and con-
venient choice to congested freeways and roadways. 

SABA President Lea Brooks receives Clean Air Award from American Lung Association - Sacramento
Emigrant Trail’s Sue Teranishi and Mel Knight at May Clean Air Luncheon.
Photo courtesy of A.P. Contreras
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Tip of the Month
Wheely Good Advice

By David Takemoto-Weertz
 grab bag of tire-related mini-tips this month:

If you use Presta valve tubes, be sure to carry a Presta
valve adaptor for that one time you forget your pump, or it
breaks, so you can limp to a gas station.  Replace one of your
valve caps with the adaptor so it’s always available.

Trouble finding one of those pesky tiny little holes in your
tube?  Knowing approximately where the hole might be can
help.  Before you pry off the tire to fix a flat, note the location of
any of the puncturing culprits (glass, thorn, nail, etc.) in rela-
tion to your valve stem. Think of the stem as the 12-hour mark
on the imaginary clock face that is your wheel.  If the damage is
at the 4 o’clock position, say, then look closely at the same
“hour” on the tube once you remove it.  Get in the habit of
installing your tires so that the label showing the recommended
air pressure and tire size is aligned with your valve stem (“12
o’clock”). That will make remembering the “clock” position of a
puncture easier.

Print out two small message labels that say, “This bike STO-
LEN from ‘your name.’ Call 916-555-1111 if found.  Reward!”
Laminate each label between two pieces of clear packing tape
and slip one inside each tire.  If your bike is stolen and its new
“owner” takes it to a bike shop for a flat repair or wheel work,
perhaps an observant mechanic will see the note and act re-
sponsibly.  Of course, if you take the bike in for such work, be
sure to alert the repair staff!

Curious how much mileage you’re getting out of your tires?
Use a “Sharpie” felt pen to write the date and, if you track it,
your bike mileage on the inside of your new tires at the time of
installation.

Sometimes, after installing and inflating a new or old tire,
you’ll find an annoying “bump” or high spot that’s right at the
valve stem’s position. That’s caused by the valve stem base
sitting too “low” in the rim, which prevents the tire from “seat-
ing” properly.  Partially deflate the tube and then push the stem
up into the tire. Reinflate and you should be “good to go.” 
David Takemoto-Weertz is the University of California, Davis,
bike coordinator and a League of American Bicyclists’ cy-
cling instructor.

A

SABA Business and Organization Members
Business members with an * offer SABA members a discount.

• Air Resources Board
• American Lung Association of Sacramento-

Emigrant Trails
• American River Bicycle* (Marconi Ave.)
• American River Bicycle* (Florin Rd.)
• American Warp Drive
• The Bicycle Business
• Bicycles Plus*
• Bob’s Cycle Center
• Body Concepts
• Chaney Chiropractic
• City Bicycle Works*
• Cycle California! magazine
• Davis Bike Club
• Fehr & Peers Associates

• 50 Corridor TMA
• Franchise Tax Board
• Gary Brustin, LLP
• Gregorini & Associates
• Hannan Specialties
• Henry B. Starkes, MD
• The Hoyt Co.
• Hull & Honeycutt Marketing and Design
• Inside Publications
• Ken’s Bike & Ski
• Kuzins & Kumpany
• LambertWebWorks.com*
• Law Offices of K. Greg Petersen
• Natomas Bike Shop*
• North Natomas TMA
• Pacific Bicycle

• REI
• The Rest Stop*
• Rex Cycles
• Sacramento Air Quality Management District
• Sacramento Area Council of Governments
• Sacramento Bike Hikers
• Sacramento Natural Foods Co-op
• Sacramento TMA
• Sacramento Wheelmen
• Sierra Engineering
• SMUD
• South Natomas TMA
• Sports Rack
• Sun City Roseville Cycling Club
• UC Davis Transportation & Parking Services

Preserving the American River
Parkway

ne of the greatest resources available to cyclists in the
Sacramento area is the American River Parkway.  This ex-

cellent paved surface provides a long, scenic path for everyone
to enjoy, whether kitted out in the latest professional peloton
colors or clad in a swimsuit and tank top.  Racing machines,
tricycles, and everything in between can be found along this
non-motorized thoroughfare any weekend morning.  Unfortu-
nately, preserving this unique byway is becoming a problem in
the current fiscal climate.

Through the sale of surplus County land, the Parks and Rec-
reation budget has been augmented by approximately three
million dollars.  This one time only addition to the budget has
limited the American River Parkway Division’s share of budget
cuts to $322,000.  For the next fiscal year, the ARP will remain
viable, but lose the following:
• One Park Ranger Peace Officer position.
• Extra help Park Ranger Assistants that provide a variety of

support functions including enforcement of the fee collection
program.

• One Park Maintenance Worker I and extra help maintenance
staff assigned to the William Pond/Goethe Park areas.

• 1.5 extra help maintenance positions assigned to the Paradise
Beach, Howe Ave, and Watt Avenue areas.

• $81,000 in services and supplies for Discovery Park.
• Account Clerk II at Effie Yeaw Nature Center.

Each year we can expect to have to face additional pressures
as the county budget process proceeds.  Until an independent
funding source is found, maintaining this wonderful resource
is going to be a year to year effort.  Fortunately, a group has
formed to help ensure the preservation of the ARP.  This group,
facilitated by Jane Hagedorn and Michele McCormick, is now
called the Regional Parks Working Group.  It was formerly known
as the American River Parkway Funding Group.

Any support that interested cyclists, and other users, can
lend to their efforts would be greatly appreciated.  Make sure
that your legal representatives know how important maintain-
ing the American River Parkway is. 

O
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Bike Shops Support Bike to
Work Week

By Larry Robinson, SABA Volunteer Coordinator
hanks to all of the bicycle shops listed below, Bike to Work
week was a huge success. Very special thanks to John

Crews with Bicycles Plus in Folsom for donating a $2,200 F1000
Cannondale mountain bike for which raffle tickets were sold.
More than $3,000 was raised, with proceeds going to SABA
and the American Lung Association.

Special appreciation also goes to John Buchanan with Natomas
Bike Shop for wrenching on a wild mixture of bikes at the noon
festival May 20.  Gift certificates valued at more than $1,000
were donated by the following businesses:

American River Bike Shop, Florin Rd. - Jeff Bogel
The Bicycle Business - Marty Woy and Mike Williams
The Bike Shop - Scott Barette
B & L Bike Shop, Davis - Beth Annon
Bicycle Products, Rancho Cordova - Steve Loeback
Carmichael Cycle - Max Mack
City Bicycle Works, K St. - Jess Polakoff
College Cyclery - Chuck Meyer
Gold Country Cyclery - Rick & Ann Steele
Gear on the Go - Christi Magnani
Ken’s Bike and Ski, Davis - Ken Bradford
Natomas Bike Shop - John Buchanan
Pacific Bicycle - Chris Davis
Rex Cycles - Steve Rex
The Rest Stop - Greg Briski

Member Profile: Steve Mathias
By Rachel Showstack

SABA would like to recognize the dedicated work of its volun-
teers. This is the first of a series of profiles of SABA members
who deserve a special thank you.

Steve Mathias has been doing layout for ���������	
������
on a monthly basis for more than two years.  His job is to fit
articles and graphics into the newsletter pages using a computer
program called Adobe PageMaker.  He also proofreads and cor-
rects the articles before sending the files to the printer.

As ���������	
������’s layout editor, Steve feels he is
indirectly helping to make it possible for more people to get
around by bicycle.  The newsletter keeps SABA members in-
formed on the latest developments in Sacramento’s bicycle in-
frastructure and upcoming opportunities for cyclists to speak
out.  When members are informed, they are more likely to stay
involved, he explained.

Steve is fascinated with human-powered transportation.  He
has used his bike for everything from local errands to four-day
bike tours.  In addition to getting around by bicycle, he likes
hiking in the Sierra Nevada.  “I enjoy the satisfaction that comes
from getting someplace under your own power,” he said.  And
when riding a bicycle or hiking, “you go places you wouldn’t
otherwise go.”

When Steve joined SABA in 2002, he was a regular bicycle
commuter.  He worked at an office in South Sacramento and
commuted from his home in Elk Grove.  The commute was some-
thing of an adventure for him.  In addition to varying his route
by taking different side streets, he also enjoyed finding money,
tools, car parts, clothes and other items in the road.  “It’s amaz-
ing to see the kinds of things people throw out of their car
windows,” said Steve.

If you are familiar with Adobe PageMaker or are interested
in learning the program and would like to become a back-up
editor for ���������	
������, please contact SABA volun-
teer coordinator Larry Robinson at volunteer@sacbike.org.

T

Steve on his ungainly, but quite utilitarian,
shopping cart trike

rus Heights a cycling paradise, but they can be pleasant places
to ride a bike or walk.  The main streets in Citrus Heights are not
desirable places to ride now — they have little shade, too many
lanes and too much fast traffic.

The fear of crime appears to be a main objection to trails.  Yet
SABA’s investigation showed there is little crime along exist-
ing trails in the area.  In Folsom, officials don’t even track trail
crime because it simply is not a problem.  County statistics from
the 23-mile stretch of the American River Parkway bike trail
from Discovery Park to Hazel Avenue show there were a total of
20 crimes in 2002 and 14 in 2003.  The serious crimes were few.
Most crimes reported were minor.  The 34 reports over the two
years included one robbery, four assaults and eight “dog off
leash.”

While bike/pedestrian funding has not done well in the Mea-
sure A renewal effort, there are other funding sources for trails
such as state and federal transportation money.  There is also
the possibility of a new funding source for regional parks.

SABA is gathering petitions in support of the Citrus Heights
trails and will present them to the city along with additional
information.  We still hope the city will make an informed deci-
sion on its bikeway master plan. 

Citrus Heights, from page 1
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Hazel Avenue, Tahoe
Park, West Sacramento
and Davis.  Channel 3
provided live helicopter
coverage of the Hazel
pedal pool as it traveled
through the American
River Parkway, with direct
communication via cell
phone provided by pool
leader and SABA member
Dennis King.

At noon, there was a
good crowd for the Bike
Fest.  The raffle for the
Cannondale F1000 moun-
tain bike, donated by Bi-
cycles Plus in Folsom,
was won by Jerry
Nailson.  The raffle was a
great success, with al-
most $3,300 raised for
SABA and the American
Lung Association.

More than 120 teams
signed up for the Com-
muter Bike Challenge, a 35 percent increase from the initial effort
in 2003. While total participants haven’t yet been tabulated or
winning teams determined, numbers should be up from last year.

The SABA Web site, under the able management of
Webmaster Michael Baass and friendly consultant Brian Lam-
bert, had thousands of hits as Bike Challenge team leaders and
members signed up.  Others checked out the information and
the free offers from La Bou and Sacramento Natural Foods Co-
op — and took advantage of the free rides for cyclists from
Sacramento RT.

SABA held Smart Cycling Clinics at Sacramento City Col-
lege, Cal/EPA, Sacramento Employment Training Agency, city
of Roseville and California Department of Health Services to
prime new riders for bike commuting.

International bike expert Professor John Pucher of Rutgers
University made two presentations on Bike to Work Day: a
short presentation to the board of the Sacramento Area Coun-
cil of Governments (SACOG) in the morning and a longer, well-
received presentation in the evening.  A mind-boggling fact
from his presentation: in the U.S., those age 65 or older make a
measly 0.2 percent of their urban trips by bike.  In the Nether-
lands, 24 percent of urban trips are made by bike by those 75
years of age and older— that’s 120 times the U.S. rate and for an
older population segment.

SABA, through the efforts of Sue Teranishi, Marie Schelling,
Larry Robinson and others, organized Sacramento’s Bike to
Work activities.  Thanks to them, and special thanks to our
sponsors, SACOG, SMUD, Regional Transit, Sacramento
County, La Bou, the Sacramento Natural Foods Co-op and all
the participating bike shops. 

Cal/EPA Secretary Terry Tamminen in front of Larry Robinson (both on tandem) get
ready to lead Clean Air Ride around the Capitol
Photos by Dave Cassel

Bike to Work Day, from page 1
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Letters to the Editor

We want to hear from you!
Preferably e-mail your letter to: saba@sacbike.org
or mail it to: SABA

P.O. Box 1295
Sacramento, CA 95812-1295

Letters may be edited for length or clarity.

Dear Editor,
Your May �����	
�������included Roger Dickinson’s pitch

urging bicyclists to support renewal of Measure A, the half-
cent sales tax for transportation projects.

The renewal may include token bicycle projects.  But you
can bet it will be mostly more (and enlarged) freeways, the
same old program that’s created the problems we face: sprawl,
congestion, air pollution, etc.  Urban transportation experts
know now we can’t build our way out of these problems.  Los
Angeles is the perfect example.  Rather than solving problems,
building more freeways, bridges and interchanges can make
the problems worse.

Instead of throwing more money at this old, failed strategy,
we need to find a new strategy that’s proven itself successful
elsewhere.  Some European countries have implemented “de-
mand pricing” for their major urban road systems.  Rather than
allow free use of these roads, they’ve wired them to charge
modest fees to all users.  People who use them during peak
commute times are charged higher rates.  This strongly moti-
vates bicycling and telecommuting.  As a result, peak highway
use has been reduced significantly — the whole transporta-
tion system works better at far less cost.

Before we consider renewing old Measure A, we should first
experiment with a different strategy.  Highways 50 and 80 would
be perfect tests of “demand pricing.”  If these tests succeed,
then a new Measure A could finance expansion of demand
pricing elsewhere in our urban road system.  Also, the new
measure would target funds to those alternative facilities that,
through tests, demonstrate the most bang for the buck.

What could be more AMERICAN than using “demand pric-
ing” to allocate scarce resources — this is a key feature of the
capitalist system we’re trying to sell to the rest of the world.
We use this method to price most products and services in our
economy.  To give scarce products and services away free is
entirely foreign to our stated principles — many label that “so-
cialism.”

So bicyclists should not buy into renewal of the failed strat-
egy of the old-style Measure A, even if it has a few bike projects
to sweeten bicyclist support.  Instead, bicyclists should hold
out for a fresh, new approach that’s proven it can solve our
urban traffic problems.

Merick Chafee

Dear Editor:
Regarding your “When Worlds Collide” article by David

Takemoto-Weertz in the May issue of ���������	
������:
I regularly use sidewalks to avoid fast and thick traffic.  When

the coast is clear, I go faster.  When people are walking there, I
slow down.  Particularly, when I approach pedestrians from
behind and there is single-file room to pass, I slow to their
speed.  If there isn’t room to pass, I practice my slow-balancing
techniques.  If they happen to notice me and step aside, I al-
ways express appreciation.  (Is there a correlation between high
levels of vehicle traffic and low levels of pedestrian traffic?)

I also regularly infringe on the rules by crossing with the
pedestrian signal (in locations where that now appears before
the vehicle green), and against the red in other particular loca-
tions.  I am prepared to be found at fault should an accident
thus ensue.  At four-way stop signs, I don’t think it is neces-
sary for a cyclist to stop in order to take his or her lawful turn,
and I think the car which stops while I slide through often gets
started sooner than if I had actually put my foot on the ground.

I have been biking regularly since I started, and have not
collided with a vehicle since I was 12, nor do I recall ever run-
ning into a walker.

Clearly I am in violation of the law and should be thoroughly
scolded.  However, it would be worth the trouble to revisit the
law from the point of view that there are three kinds of traffic on
two kinds of pathways.  Why keep pretending that cars and
bikes should follow the same rules forever and ever?  I suspect
these rules were mostly formulated when our parents or grand-
parents were children, and the nature of vehicle traffic has
changed greatly since then.

Muriel Strand
Editors note: A couple of studies show that sidewalk riding

is from two to 17 times as risky as riding in the street.  Outside
of scofflaw cyclists running red lights and stop signs, the most
frequent complaint heard about cyclist’s behavior is riding on
the sidewalk.  There is no requirement for cyclists to put a foot down
at stop signs. The Vehicle Code calls for a “cessation of movement.”
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Measure A Takes Shape:
Funding Diminished For Cyclists
and Walkers

By Walt Seifert
n a mind-numbing series of votes, the Sacramento Transpor-
tation Authority (STA) Board hammered out the shape of

the Measure A sales tax renewal at its May 28 meeting.  Mea-
sure A is the one-half cent sales tax that goes toward transpor-
tation in Sacramento County.    It is the biggest source of local
transportation funding.  The final wording of the measure is
scheduled to be approved (after our deadline) at the STA Board’s
June 10 meeting.  Voters in the November general election will
decide the fate of the renewal, which needs a two-thirds major-
ity to pass.  If approved, the measure will not take effect until
2009 when the current Measure A expires.

Cyclists and pedestrians did not come out well in the funding
allocation.  Bicycle and pedestrian funding is stuck in a hodge-
podge category that includes an odd assortment of other needs,
including Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance,
streetscape improvements, smart growth, the American River Park-
way, and open space acquisition and mitigation for an Interstate
5/U.S. 50 roadway connector.  By the time funds are sliced and
diced among the various needs, there will only be scraps left for
cycling.

Sacramento County Supervisor Roger Dickinson, Sacramento
Mayor Heather Fargo and Rancho Cordova Councilman Ken
Cooley led failed efforts to boost dollars for bike and pedes-
trian projects, but there simply weren’t enough votes to back

I

them up.  Cooley cited the number of e-mail messages he re-
ceived supporting walking and biking.

Dickinson, in a May �����	
�������guest column, quoted
the Rolling Stones’ admonition that “you can’t always get
what you want, but if you try sometime, you get what you
need.”  SABA tried, but it appears that cyclists will not be
getting what they wanted … or needed.

What the board tentatively approved does make some moves
in the right direction.  There is more money for transit as well as
senior and disabled transportation.  There is money for smart
growth and open space.  There are development fees that will
supplement some of the funding categories.

But the money for transit comes at the expense of walking
and biking instead of as a complement to them. Overall, it looks
like the measure isn’t a real break with the past. Nor does it offer
a great deal of promise for the future — partly because there
simply isn’t enough money to go around.

Sadly, there was no real debate about a number of transporta-
tion-related mega-trends that clearly should have been consid-
ered before making decisions that will last 30 years — the life of
the measure.  The public health impacts from lack of physical
activity, energy conservation, “peak oil,” air pollution and glo-
bal warming all received virtually no mention.  The biggest
debate was over a $30 million allocation for neighborhood
shuttles, with the upshot being that apparently it’s better to
pay for motorized transportation in neighborhoods than to en-
courage walking or biking to transit.

SABA will need to decide whether the measure as it stands
warrants opposition, neutrality or support.  Right now, there’s
not a lot to love. 


