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From the President

Good Job, Everyone!

By Lea Brooks

nthusiasm: To be inspired; intense or

ger interest; zeal; fervor; something
arousing much interest or zeal.

There was no lack of enthusiasm during
Bike Commute Monthin May. The weather
cooperated beautifully, long-time bike com-
muters nurtured beginners, more employers
recognized the benefits of their workers com-
muting by bike, decision-makers seemed to
betaking thethreat of global warming more
seriously and consequently
supporting hicycles as a seri-
ous mode of transportation.

The Sacramento AreaCoun-
cil of Governments' Bike Com-
mute Month Web site once
again proved to be a terrific
tool for generating excitement.
Miles logged daily by thou-
sands of bicycle enthusiasts
were closely monitored, espe-
cialy by those competing for
most miles pedaled. | person-
ally saw alot of Bike Commute
T-shirtsbeing proudly worn by
bicyclistsof all abilitiesout on
theroad. We' re so closeto that
elusivemillion-milegoal. Just
wait until next year!

Thanks to each and every Bike Commute Month Co-Chair Steve Cohn gives Lea Brooks advocacy

Sacramento Northern

Cleanup

By Walt Seifert
he weeds were egregious; the SABA
crew tenacious. In the end, the weeds

could not withstand the onslaught of 14
SABA volunteerson the morning of June 2.
Volunteers whacked, sacked, pulled, piled
and wheel-barrowed the weeds out of our
adopted site at the Sacramento Northern
bikeway trailhead. The trailhead is off of C
Street between 19" and 20" streets.

The hardworking crew consisted of

one of youwho contributed to award at BikeFest presentation. Photo by Dave Cassel

this collective effort to show
our decision-makers that every dollar they
spend onimproving conditionsfor bicycling
ismoney well spent. Every mileyou pedaled
made adifferenceinyour health, inimprov-
ing our air quality and making our region a
little less congested.

Year by year, afew more gapsin our bi-

cyclenetwork arecompleted, making it easier,
President, page 3

Donald Bybee, Anita Clevenger, Sue Glass,
Carol Greenwood, John Hickey, Owen
Howlett, Nancy Louie, Daisy Mah, David
McDonell, Larry Robinson, Walt Seifert, Bill

Vanderslice and John and Jewell Wright.
SABA adopted the area four and a half
years ago. We cleaned it up and planted na-
tive plants. We purchased and installed the
Cleanup, page 3

Bike Commute Month
Wrap-up

By Walt Seifert
M illion MileMay fell abit short of reach

ingitsgoal of having regional cyclists
pedal amillion miles during the month. But
the achievements were still notable. More
constitutes over a thousand more partici-
pantsthan last year. Areacyclists pledged a
total of just over amillion milesand actually
|ast year’stotal by almost 300,000 miles.
There were spirited
ile H competitions between
top employer miles and
between SABA and the
E m n “ Sacramento Wheelmen
be anything but positive
for bicycle advocacy to
have hundreds of
riencing firsthand what
bike commuting condi-
tions are like. At press
and SABA were going to
nab the top spots in the
employer and team mile-
tively.
Thank you SABA
members who registered
more of you will sign up and ride next year.
More than 30 SABA members logged 500
milesor moreand morethan 150 SABA mem-
— signed up for the SABA team. Million
MileMay offersprizes, fun, competition and
agreat incentiveto exercise.

than 4,700 cyclistsregistered thisyear. That
logged more than 900,000 miles, surpassing
Caltransand Cal/EPA for

for team honors. It can't
Caltransemployees expe-

timeitlooked like Cal/EPA

age categories, respec-

and made SABA your team. We hope even
bers— about 10 percent of our membership
Bike Commute, page 3
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SABA Mission

SABA represents bicyclists.
Our aimis more and safer trips by bike.
SABA is a 501(c)3 organization

SABA Vision

Bicycling for everyday transportation is common
because it is safe, convenient and desirable.

SABA’'s Folsom Chapter, the Folsom Area Bicycle Ad-
vocates (FABA), meetsat 7 p.m. on the third Thursday of
themonth. For moreinformation, call Chapter Chair Tony
Powers at (916) 353-1745 or you may e-mail FABA at
faba_info@sachike.com.

The Squeaky Wheel

The Squeaky Wheel is published monthly by the Sac-
ramentoAreaBicycleAdvocates, 909 12" Street, Suite 114,
Sacramento, CA 95814. POSTMASTER: Send address
changesto SABA, 909 12" Street, Suite 114, Sacramento,
CA 95814.

Newsletter design & layout: Steve Mathias/Jerry Plummer

SABA Board Members
and Officetsi ciak

L eaBrooks, President Joe Hartzog
Tony Powers, Vice-President Ivan Rarick
Owen Howlett, Secretary Kevin Regan
Jennifer Finton, Treasurer John Whelan
SkipAmerine

SABA Staff

Executive Director: Walt Seifert  (saba@sacbike.org)
Volunteer Coordinator: Larry Robinson
(volunteer @sachike.org)

SABA Advisory Board

Jane Hagedorn, Chief Executive Officer
Breathe California of Sacramento-Emigrant Trails
Eric Heiden, Orthopaedic Surgeon, Sports Medicine
Wendy Hoyt, President
The Hoyt Company
Matt Kuzins, President
Matt Kuzins & Kumpany
Michele McCormick, Principal
MMC Communications
James Moose, Partner
Remy, Thomas, Moose and Manley, LLP
Craig Stradley, Principal
Mogavero Notestine Associates
Jim Streng, Partner
Streng Brothers Rentals,

Contacting SABA

Phone: (916) 444-6600 E-mail: saba@sachike.org

Web site: http://www.sacbike.org

Listserv: To sign up, send blank message to
saba-subscribe@topica.com

SABActions

Meetings
SABA members attended these meetings:

Complete Streets ad hoc committee
CaliforniaBicycle Codlition legidative committee
Sacramento Green Waste Task Force

Bradshaw Landing project

Hurley Avenue Revitalization Plan

Letters
SABA sent lettersto:

Environmental Council of Sacramento on the draft Hurley
Avenue Revitalization Plan

Sacramento County Board of Supervisorson Butterfield Light
Rail Stationrezone

Assembly Appropriations Committee Chair Mark Leno
regquesting AB 163 betaken out of suspensefile (Seepage5b)
Sacramento Planning Commission on Panhandl e annexation/
development

Sacramento County Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commissioners and Department of Environmental Review
and Assessment regarding the Markis Use Permit Draft
Environmental Impact Report. SABA asked the county to
adhereto the 70-foot setback requirement for development in
theAmerican River Parkway Corridor Combining Zone.

Testimony

Before Sacramento Planning Commission on Panhandle
annexation/devel opment

Other Actions

Provided valet bike parking, staffed table and hel ped with set
up and clean up at Sacramento Capitol BikeFest

Staffed tables at Capitol Step into Fitness Faire

Provided valet bike parking at four Friday Night Concerts
Interviewed by Capitol Weeekly on AB 163

Applied for REI grant

Held May 1 Bike Commute M onth Kick-off/Show-off Ride
Conducted Smart Cycling Clinic

Attended May 31 dedication and grand opening of the Streng
Volunteer Center for theAmerican River Parkway Foundation

7

N

SABA Pizza Party —
Pizza, Soda and Doin' Stuff

Themonthly SABA
Volunteer Work and
PizzaParty will be
Thursday, July 12
from5:30t07:30
p.m. at SABA Delta
(and Dawn) HQ, 909
12t Street.
Joinusfor awhale
of agood time.



http://www.sacbike.org

June 2007

The Squeaky Wheel 3

President, from page 1
safer and more pleasant to get around by bike.

Our local citiesaretaking seriously the L eague of American
Bicyclists Bicycle Friendly Community designations. To date,
Davis has achieved the top rank of platinum, Folsom a silver
and Sacramento abronze.

During Capitol BikeFest on May 17, Sacramento City Coun-
cilman Steve Cohn reiterated that Sacramento is committed to
improving its bronze designation. Sacramento completed two
high-profile projects last year: thefirst legs of the Two Rivers
Trail (on the south side of the American River between Discov-
ery Park and Highway 160) and the Ueda Parkway biketrail.

SABA ishopeful that another high profile and highly antici-
pated project in Sacramento —conversion of 19" and 21% streets
from three lanes of one-way vehicle traffic to two-lanes of ve-
hicle traffic with bikes lanes on each side — will be at least
partially completed this year. We're also hopeful for progress
to transition the downtown core from bicycle-hostileto bicycle-
friendly.

Effortslike Bike Commute Month help keep bicyclists' needs
and concerns in the public eye. High gas prices and concern
about global warming help us achieve our goal to provide the
public with true choiceswhen it comesto transportation, rather
than reliance on motor vehicles. Hopefully thismomentum will
result in the passage of our bill, AB 163, which would establish
minimum standards for bike facilities at state buildings, and
other bicycle-friendly billsinthe Legislaturethisyear.

Why | Commuteby Bike: In my May column, | asked what
inspired you to become a bike commuter. Responses so far:
Randy Coleman: Pick atheme, any theme:
¢ Family Tradition: My dad wasabike commuter when | wasa

kid growing up in Oakland. | never questioned the rationale.
He rode his bike to work and that was that. It was normal.
Now I’min the same placeto “plant the seed” in my 9-year-
old daughter’sbrain.
¢ Palitical Loyalty: The president said the United States was
“addictedto ail” in his State of the Union Address. Following
hisexample, | broke my addiction.
¢ Long-term Thinking: Thegentler | treat the earth, thelonger
itwill last.

¢ Recreation: It'sfun (bugs, flats, carsand all).

* Health: Not areason at all. It'saside effect.

Dr. Ruth Ann Bertsch: When the rubber meetsthe road, many
commuters choose to bicycle to avoid getting fat.

¢ Exercisetakesthe edge off of my appetite. Commuting by
leg muscle builds exerciseinto my day whether | think | have
timefor it or not.

e Commuting by bicycleistime-effective becausethetimel
spend bicycling would have been wasted in a car.

¢ After bicyclinghome, | arriverelaxed with my mind far from
work.

What makes me choose the bicycle over the car for errands?
Theraw pleasures of bicycling are manifold. At the sametime,
driving my car safely isaresponsibility that’s not thrilling. It's
an old behemoth that navigates like the QE2 through a harbor.
Addto that thetimeinvolved for cleaning the bird dung off the
front window shield, and rolling the bike onto the street wins
frequently.&®

Bike Commute, from page 1

There was a prodigious effort on the part of many cyclists,
and it was amazing to see so many cyclists racking up huge
numbers of miles. While measuring miles stirsthe competitive
spirit andisgreat for fitness, piling up recreational milesdoesn’t
have the same social and environmental benefits as substitut-
ing biketripsfor car trips. New cyclists, whomwearetrying to
nurture, can be daunted by tales of people who bike nearly
3,000 milesinamonth.

Often you get what you measure. SABA’s focus remains on
bicycling for transportation. The number of commutetripsand
errands are a better measure than miles for transportation pur-
poses. We will endeavor to have more trip statistics worked
into the Bike Commute Month to stimulate more competition
and add emphasis to bicycling for transportation.

Hundreds of cyclists turned out for the Capitol BikeFest on
May 14. SABA hike valets were kept hopping as they parked
200 hikes. There were speakers from state and local govern-
ment, bikes given away and awards handed out.

Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez, Senator Tom Torlakson,
Assemblyman Cameron Smyth, Assemblyman Jarrod Huffman
and Assemblywoman Loni Hancock all extolled the benefits of
cycling.

Bike Commute Month co-chairs Steve Cohn, a Sacramento
councilman, and Christopher Cabaldon, mayor of West Sacra-
mento, presented awards for Employer of the Year to Caltrans
Director Will Kempton and Cyclist of the Year to Kenny Kwong.

SABA President LeaBrookswas named Sacramento Trans-
portation Management Association (TMA) Bicycle Advocate
of theyear and Regional BicycleAdvocate of theyear. AsSteve
Cohn said, “Lea could win this award every year.” Other re-
gional award winnersare posted on the bikecommutemonth.com
Web site.®

Cleanup, from page 1
gateway sign marking the trailhead. We' ve weeded, pruned,
mulched and cleaned up in the areasince the original planting.

The adoption has been both rewarding and frustrating. Plants
have died and been stolen. Somewerekilledinafire. Theirriga-
tion system hasn’'t always been cooperative. A stealth gardener
has planted non-native plants. Overall though, SABA hasmade
a huge improvement in the appearance of the site (though we
let things get a little out of hand this year by not having a
spring cleanup).

SABA hasmorethan met itsthree-year commitment to main-
tain the area. The city would like us to continue our volunteer
efforts and is offering support such as plants, tools, snacks
and helpwith mulching. If SABA isto continueto maintain the
area, we need to find someone or asmall group to manage the
effort. My wifeAnitaand | are ready to relinquish this project.
Managing means scheduling two cleanup sessions a year, co-
ordinating with the city and getting the word out. Larry
Robinson, avolunteer extraordinaire who also is SABA's vol-
unteer coordinator, would assist in finding volunteers. If you
are interested, contact Larry at volunteer @sachike.org. Ideal
caretakerswould bethosewho live near the trailhead or usethe
trail frequently and could keep an eye on it, but anyone inter-
ested iswelcome.®


www.bikecommutemonth.com

4 The Squeaky Wheel

June 2007

Support Parkway, Buy a
“Passport”

he American River Parkway bike trail is awondrous path

through acorridor full of natural wondersin our backyard.
Those of us who pedal to the Parkway rather than drive don’t
directly fi-
nance its
bl Support County Parks
and mainte-
nance be-
cause we
don’'t pay
to park.

The Sac-
ramento
County De-
partment of
Regional
Parks re-
cently
kicked off
its annual
Passport to
Parks cam-
paign. Buy-
ing a pass-
port is an
opportunity for those who don’t buy parking permits to sup-
port the Parkway and other county park facilities.

The Parks Passport entitles members to unlimited day-use
and parking at all regional county parksfor one year from pur-
chase. Passports start at $40 per household and pay for them-
selvesin aslittle as 10 park visits. For the first time this year,
those who support county parks, but do not drive to them can
purchase a “Parks Supporter Pass.”

If you buy a Parks Passport before July 31, you get acoupon
book with $250 in savings from campaign sponsors, including
bike shops, and achance to win a$1,000 road bike.

All funds generated by Parks Passport sales go directly to
maintaining, patrolling and operating the 15,000-acre county
park system. Passports are not tax-deductible.

“Purchasing a Parks Passport isaway for residents to enjoy
their favorite pastime — whether that’s jogging, rafting, cy-
cling or just relaxing under a tree —while supporting a good
cause,” said ParksDirector Gary Kukkola.

Passports are available at the following locations:

Online at www.sacparks.net

REI storesin the Sacramento, Folsom and Roseville

Patriot Bicycles, 4791 San Juan Ave., Fair Oaks

Effie Yeaw Nature Center in Ancil Hoffman Park

Regional Parks Office, 4040 Bradshaw Road, and park kiosks
American River Parkway Foundation Office, 5700 Arden Way,
Carmiched!.

Thisyear’ssponsorsinclude: Mike' sBikes, Karsan'sElliott’s
Natural Foods, Sacramento Natural Foods Co-Op, REI, Bicycles
Plus, River Rat, California Canoe & Kayak and Peatriot Bi-
cycles®

CSUS Civil Engineering
Students Tackle Bike Projects

By Walt Seifert

alifornia State University, Sacramento (CSUS), professor

d Dammel gave his senior civil engineering students an

assignment. “ Go forth and design a better Sacramento for cy-

clists, and then tell me about it,” he said — or words to that
effect.

Two classes of his students formed “company” teams and
tackled the samefiveimportant bike projects:
¢ A crossing of I-80 between -5 and Truxel Road
¢ A crossing of the American River at Discovery Park
¢ ATwo RiversTrail crossing of Highway 160
* An all-weather path (not subject to flooding) for the

Sacramento Northern Bikeway near Del Paso Boulevard
¢ A crossing of the American River near Cal Expo.

Each team did background research (many contacted SABA),
brainstormed alternatives, focused on the most feasible possi-
bilities and then further analyzed the top candidates. On May
18 and 19, the teams made presentations to civil engineering
professionals (who were grading what they saw), fellow stu-
dents, faculty, family and friendsin MariposaHall onthe CSUS
campus.

| was able to attend the May 18 session. What | saw were
dlick presentations with some innovative ideas. There is no
question but that some of the student proposals can be valu-
ableto thecity of Sacramento and Sacramento County Depart-
ment of Regional Parks.

A few examples: For the Discovery Park crossing, the team
proposed a new low-profile, stressed ribbon bridge and a can-
tilever structure hanging off the side and below the deck of one
of the -5 bridges. To cross Highway 160, ateam “thinking out
of the box” suggested a bridge over the American River and a
crossing under 160 on the opposite (north) bank of theriver. (A
south bank under-crossing is not as feasi ble because the High-
way 160 bridge abutment is in the way.) The same team also
suggested an over-crossing of Highway 160 that took advan-
tage of the topography by placing the over-crossing structure
south of the 160 bridge where the land slopes away from the
levee-toptrail.

WEe're hoping that the CSUS Civil Engineering Department
can make the student presentations avail able to the public and
that the students' proposalswill stimulate funding applications
for at least some of these badly needed and long-awaited
projects.®

Thank you, Bicycle Chef

ith the closure of The Rest Stop, SABA lost one of its

sources for the $5 gift certificates it sendsto new mem-
bers. Not to worry. Christopher Davis, the bicycle chef of Bi-
cycle Chef on J Street, stepped up and offered to fill the void.
Thank you, Bicycle Chef!

Whilewe're at it, thank you Jess Polakoff and City Bicycle
Works for your long-standing donations of gift certificates for
new SABA members.

We appreciate bike shop support and encourage SABA mem-
bers to support our local bike shops.®


www.sacparks.net
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Change the Law To Make
Cycling Safer

By David Aron Livingston

With Bike Commute Month just behind us, a recent en-

counter with yet another would-be bicycling parent com-

pels me, aregular bike commuter, totell it likeitis. Most of us

don't ride because we' re scared of motorists. That’seither good

or bad depending on whether you prefer cleaner air and acooler

planet over afew secondsto slow down for bicyclists. Butitis
afact we as a society should acknowledge and address.

The major impediment to more bicycling is safety. As this
mother relayed to me while my wife, son and | pulled into my
son’s school on the only bikes within a sea of hundreds of
stressed-out, kid-toting drivers, people generally think it'sgreat
that others bike. But they’re too afraid of those “other” crazy
driverswho won't slow down and respect bicyclists' road shar-
ing rights to bike themselves. It's not lack of showers, bike
parking, simpler bike designs now hitting the market or bike
lanes that stops us — athough addressing al of that is also
critical. It'sthefact that we simply must ride astraffic for at least
parts of our tripsto school, work, shopping, entertainment and
other destinations.

While some of thisfear isdueto not having learned to prop-
erly ridevisibly and legally in traffic, much of the fear iswar-
ranted. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
since about 1980, acceleration times (0-60) have speeded up
nearly 30 percent, about the same percentage that vehicle
weights have ballooned. And vehicle “aggressivity” —a mea-
sure of meanness to other roadway users — has likewise sky-
rocketed. Theever bigger, faster, meaner vehiclefleet now hauls
all manner of distracting items and gadgets formerly reserved
for home use.

Asahig motorist fish in thisriver, you might not notice the
trend, but it’s clear to any regular long-term cyclist. Add to this
trend near-zero land-use planning and sensational coverage of
child abductions, and you have arecipefor vehicular captivity.
In the process, we're losing the easy freedom of our youth
when we bicycled or walked where we needed to and we're
depriving our children of this important self-sufficiency and
exercise.

What to do? We must make it easier for motorists and bicy-
clists to safely share the road. That means strengthening and
enforcing the Vehicle Code to reduce speeds and encourage a
safer sharing of our roadways for which bicyclists pay a dis-
proportionately high tax burden relative to their road mainte-
nance and other impacts. While there are several bills pending
that gointheright direction, ultimately we need afundamental
presumption, in law, that in any collision between motorist and
bicyclist, the motorist is at fault. Guaranteed change in road-
way sharing overnight.

Oh, but wouldn’t that encourage bad cycling or provide a
windfall for cyclists? Simply asking the question shows how
ridiculousthat notionis. Do you know any cyclistswho would
take this opportunity to risk permanent disability or death by
riding less carefully? Insurance will spread therisk to whereit
belongs—onthosewho will inflict themost injury inacollision.
So the only thing at stake for us as motoristsis afew seconds

Way to Go, Folsom!

he city of Folsom recently fixed adangerousgap initson-

street bicycle network.The City completed Class Il bike
lanes on Natoma Street between the Folsom State Prison en-
trance and Stafford Street, in front of City Hall. The bikelanes
connect the off-street bike trail to the popular Historic Truss
Bridgeand American River Parkway, aswell asto Folsom’snew
library. Completion of the bike lanes certainly makeshicycling
along thisstretch safer and definitely more pleasant while mak-
ing a significant symbolic statement about Folsom’s commit-
ment to being abike-friendly community.

In related news, we understand that more bike racks around
thecity hall complex areintheworks, including new racksat the
Folsom Zoo Sanctuary, more racks at the new library, racks at
the new senior center and finally (but not yet confirmed) first-
ever bikeracksat City Hall.&®

SABA’'s AB 163 Passes
Assembly

BA'sfirstbill, AB 163 by Tony Mendoza, stalled briefly in

he California Legidature in May. The hill was put in the

Assembly Appropriations Committee suspensefile, but moved

out of the committee and to the Assembly floor on May 31. It

passsed the Assembly on a50-29 vote on June 5. AB 163 would

establish minimum standards for bike facilities (bike parking,
showers and clothing lockers) at state buildings.

We hope to gain additional organizational support for AB
163 from the Service Employees | nternational Union (SEIU) and
other groups. If you know of an organization that should be
supporting our bill, please contact them and notify SABA head-
quarters. Earlier organizational supporters include: American
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME), American DiabetesAssociation, Breathe California
of Sacramento-Emigrant Trails, California Association of Bi-
cycleOrganizations, CaliforniaBicycle Codition, SierraClub of
Californiaand the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Man-
agement District.

The Capital Weekly newspaper ran a good summary of the
bill’s provisionsand benefitsinaMay 31 article. Can it be that
thetimeisright for thishill? I1t's up to us to convince the As-
sembly, Senate and governor that it is.

Find the latest on hill status and actions you can take at

www.sachike.org.®

hereor thereto slow down and pass carefully or tolook twiceat
intersections. We should be doing this anyway. And thiswould
also put pedestrians and responsible motorists in better stead
against theincreasingly aggressive driving behavior we' re see-
ing today.

If we do these things, there’s hope that one day soon | will
see that same mother—and others—riding to school with her
kidsinstead of driving. If wedon't, we' |l reach next year’'sBike
Commute Month as we did this one: with a brief and hopeful
spikein bike commuting in the face of an overwhelming long-
term trend toward auto hegemony.®
David Aron Livingston is a SABA founder and former board

member.


www.sacbike.org

6 The Squeaky Wheel June 2007

Scenes from Bikefest...

Million Mile Mav

W pikacommuigmeonih.comn.

Ji - & L
M Assembly Speaker Nunez addresses crowd after his
ride. Photo by William Appleby

Bike rack demonstration on RT bus. Photo by WIliam Appleby SABA bike compound fills up infront of Capitol. Photo
by Wiliam Appleby
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Tip of the Month

Unwanted Wheels

By David Takemoto-Weerts
couple of years ago, my wife bought me an unusual book
titled Bicycles Locked to Poles, whichisessentially aphoto
essay portraying abandoned bikes in various degrees of
“strippedness” locked to light posts, parking meters and other
vertical fixturesin New York City. Knowing how much | haveto
deal with derelict bikes on the UC Davis campus, she knew |
would appreciate it. Maybe she thought if | got lonely for the
sight of a neglected,
forlorn two-wheeler
while away from the
office, | could just
reach for the book.
Needless to say, |
rarely yearn for the
sight of a rusting,
wheelless Magna, but
in most communities
you don’t have to look
far to find an example
of such. This month |
exhort you, faithful
reader, to never ditch a
bike in such an irre-
sponsible manner.
Unsecured aban-
doned bikes tend to
disappear rather
quickly. Although prob-
ably stolen, | like to
think that at least they
are appropriated by
scavengers who will
refurbish them to ride another day or use some parts to resur-
rect another broken-down steed.
However, if securely locked to afixed object with agood U-
lock, abandoned bikes tend to become unwanted street furni-

ture. Such bikes can betrip hazards, take up valuabl e bike park-
ing space and quickly deteriorate into urban eyesores.

Few readers of the Squeaky Wheel would ever perform
such a callous act of abandonment, but do give some thought
to what you do with a bike that’s outgrown, outdated or out of
favor. There are quite a few potential recipients of your dis-
carded dross. At http://sacbike.org/sachiking/ , SABA listsfive
organizations that take in two-wheeled orphans. One morein
Yolo County isthe Davis Bike Church on the UC Davis campus.
Contact information is available at http://daviswiki.org/
Bike Church. Some of these groups are more discriminating
than others. In some
cases, BSOs (“Bi-
cycle-Shaped Ob-
jects” as typically
found at “big box” re-
tailers) need not ap-
ply; othersdeal mainly
with kid'shikes.

And if you see a
“hike on a pole” that
looks as if it's long
since separated from
its owner, resist the
temptation to “set it
freg’ by appropriating
it for yourself. Most
citieshavestrict rules
about unclaimed,
abandoned property
that generally makeit
difficult if not impos-
sible to legally adopt
the bike. And, you
may find yourself un-
wittingly in posses-
sion of stolen property — which is a big no-no no matter how
innocent your intentions. @

David Takemoto-Weertsis the University of California,
Dauvis, Bike Coordinator and a League of American Bicy-
clists' certified instructor.

Cartoon by Jeffery Rosenhall

UNLOAD THAT SMOG BELGHER!

Help SABA and claim a charitable deduction
all at the same time!

If you would like to donate a car, truck, boat or RV,
give us a call at 444-6600.

Cears and trucks do not have 1o be drivabile, but they
should be complete — nio missing engines or wheels, pleasa.

Why Do YOU Bike? Comments
Requested

If you would like to share with SABA members why you
commute by bike, please send your comments to me at
lea2skip@aol.com. | will sharethemin afuturearticle.
Thanks.

LeaBrooks
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