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From the President
Good News for
Cyclists

By Lea Brooks
helong-awaited reopening of ahalf-mile
section of the American River

Parkway biketrail that wasdamaged
during the spectacular March 15
trestlefireand thefirst phase of the
transformation of 19" and 21 streets
from bicycle nightmare to bicycle
friendly (seerelated storiesto right
and on page 6) are among anumber
of projectsthat will improvecycling
in the Sacramento area.

Other projects include resurfac-
ing and consistent Class|| bikelane
striping on several stretchesof Sac-
ramento County roads, including:
* Bradshaw Road.
¢ Coloma Road between Sunrise

Boulevard and Gold Meadow

Way.

* Fair OaksBoulevardfromMunroe
Street to Watt Avenue.

¢ Fair OaksBoulevard from Sunset
Avenue to Madison Avenue.

* Fair Oaks Boulevard from San
Juan Avenue to Sunrise
Boulevard.

Work may get under way on some
of these projects this year, but the
contractor hasuntil next summer to
complete them, according to Dan
Klinker, the county’s bicycle-pedestrian co-
ordinator.

Environmental analysis is under way of
the first phase of the Sacramento County
Regional Parks' Dry Creek Parkway, which
includesathree-mile Class| paved trail and
parallel equestriantrail. The project issched-
uled to be constructed next year.

President, page3

ARP Bike Trail Back in

Business

Four months after the trestle fire closed
the American River Parkway biketrail,
the trail reopened. The trail was damaged
extensively during trestle reconstruction.

While the trestle was rebuilt in record-
breaking time, fixing thetrail took longer. It
had to be preceded by soil remediation and
getting permits. Permitswerewaived during
the expedited trestle work.

Also replaced was the decomposed gran-
ite shoulder on both sides of thetrail, which
also has an improved alignment.®

The American River Parkway bike trail is finally repaired!-
by Lea Brooks

Caltrans Sued on
Highway Expansion
Project

n July 25 the Environmental Coun-
cil of Sacramento (ECOS) and Neigh-
bors Advocating Sustainable
Transportation (NAST) jointly
challenged the adequacy of the
Environmental Impact Report
prepared by the California De-
partment of Transportation
(Cdltrans) onamajor freeway ex-
! pansion project.

Caltrans has proposed adding
“carpool” lanes to Highway 50
from Sunrise Boulevard to Watt
Avenue. The state agency has
also proposed future continua-
tion of the new lanesinto down-
town Sacramento. While recog-
nizing that carpools are an im-
portant part of a sound trans-
portation policy, ECOS and
NAST question whether the pro-
posed additional lanes will ac-
tually encourage more
carpooling. The organizations
note that there is evidence that
expanding freeways increases
thetotal number of vehiclemiles
traveled along the corridor and
encourages sprawl, thereby ex-
acerbating the region’s traffic
and air quality woes.

The CdiforniaEnvironmental Quality Act
(CEQA) requires that state agencies iden-
tify adverse environmental impacts of most
projects they propose to undertake and ex-
plore ways of lessening those impacts. As
mandated under CEQA, Caltrans prepared
an Environmental Impact Report for itsHigh-
way 50 expansion project. However, the

Caltrans Suit, page 3
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SABA Mission

SABA represents bicyclists.
Our aimis more and safer trips by bike.

SABA Vision

Bicycling for everyday transportation is common
because it is safe, convenient and desirable.

SABA's Folsom Chapter, the Folsom Area Bicycle Ad-
vocates (FABA), meetsat 7 p.m. on the third Thursday of
themonth. For moreinformation, call Chapter Chair Tony
Powers at (916) 353-1745 or you may e-mail FABA at
faba_info@sachike.com.

The Squeaky Wheel

The Squeaky Wheel ispublished monthly by the Sac-
ramentoAreaBicycleAdvocates, 909 12" Street, Suite 114,
Sacramento, CA 95814. POSTMASTER: Send address
changesto SABA, 909 12" Street, Suite 114, Sacramento,
CA 95814.

Newsletter design & layout: Steve Mathias/Jerry Plummer

SABA Board Members
and Officers

LeaBrooks, President Scott Clark
Tony Powers, Vice-President Joe Hartzog
Owen Howlett, Secretary Ivan Rarick
Jennifer Finton, Treasurer Kevin Regan
SkipAmerine John Whelan
SABA Staff

Executive Director: Walt Seifert  (saba@sacbike.org)
Volunteer Coordinator: Larry Robinson
(volunteer @sachike.org)

SABA Advisory Board

Jane Hagedorn, Chief Executive Officer
Breathe California of Sacramento-Emigrant Trails
Eric Heiden, Orthopaedic Surgeon, Sports Medicine
Wendy Hoyt, President, The Hoyt Company
Matt Kuzins, President
Matt Kuzins & Kumpany
Michele McCormick, Principal
MMC Communications
James Moose, Partner
Remy, Thomas, Moose and Manley, LLP
Craig Stradley, Principal
Mogavero Notestine Associates
Jim Streng, Partner, Sreng Brothers Rentals,

Contacting SABA

Phone: (916) 444-6600
E-mail: saba@sacbike.org
Web site: http://www.sacbike.org
Listserv: To sign up, send blank message to
saba-subscribe@topica.com
SABA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Contributions are tax-deductible.

SABActions

Meetings
SABA members attended these meetings:

Complete Streets ad hoc committee

SACOG Bike/Ped Advisory Committee

North Watt Corridor Plan charette

65" Street light rail station areabicycle and pedestrian plans
Local Government Commission parking workshop

Green waste task force

Breathe CaliforniaPolicy Committee

Letters
SABA sent lettersto:

Sen. Dave Cox requesting co-sponsorship of AB 163 and
support for Complete Streetshill.

Sen. Tom Torlakson asking for support of AB 163

City of Rosevilleondraft Bicycle Master Plan

Adventure Cycling Association with comments on bike
facilitiesat airports

Testimony

To Cdifornia Senate Governmental Organization Committee
OnAB 163

To Sacramento City Council on north area Panhandle
annexation.

Other Actions

Provided valet bike parking at four Friday Night Concerts
Interviews by Sacramento News & Review, The Sacramento
Bee and writer Tim Holt and Active Living by Design study
Draft issues and interests statements on trail signage and
crossings

In 1865, pedalswere applied directly to the front wheel of a
two-wheeled riding machine known as the velocipede ("fast
foot").They also became afad, and indoor riding academies,

s

milar toroller rinks, could befoundinlargecities.

Source: Pedaling History Bicycle Museum, Rochester, NY
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SABA Pizza Party —
Pizza, Soda and Doin' Stuff

The monthly SABA
Volunteer Work and
Pizza Party will be
Thursday, September
13 from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. at SABA Territo-
rial HQ, 909 12" Street.

Like the Northwest
Mounted, SABA al-
ways hunts down the
best for cyclists.
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And the city of Sacramento took awelcome step toward fix-
ing a major barrier to safe bicycling on H Street: the
undercrossing of the railroad tracks between 57" Street and
Carlson Drive. Thecity has hired aconsultant to analyzetraffic
to determine the consequences of dropping one of two west-
bound lanes for motor vehicles through the undercrossing so
bike lanes can be added. The consultant’s report is expected
this fall, according to city bicycle-pedestrian coordinator Ed
Cox.

In addition to the construction projects, bicycle enthusiasts
should be delighted about the recent announcement that Sac-
ramento will again host the finish of the second stage of the
eight-day Amgen Tour of California bike race. Although the
exact route for the Santa Rosa-to-Sacramento leg on Feb. 19
has not yet been finalized according to The Sacramento Beg, it
most likely will include a crossing of the Tower Bridge and
finish near the State Capitol.

Last year, thousands of fans lined up around the Capitol for
aglimpse of some of the world’'s most famous bicycle racers,
including overall winner Levi Leipheimer of SantaRosa. Levi’'s
popularity is soaring with his recent third-place finish in the
Tour de France.

Last year, SABA provided free val et bike parking and staffed
abooth at thetour’s Lifestyle Festival. We will work with tour
organizers for amore visible parking areain 2008. We parked
more than 100 bicycles despitelittle publicity and an inconve-
nient location in the Convention Center.®

Caltrans Suit, from page 1

agency claimed that the project would result in a20 percent to
25 percent increase in the number of vehiclesthat could travel
on the freeway.

ECOS and NAST, aong with the city of Sacramento and
SABA, requested more in-depth analysis of potential impacts
onair quality, global warming and neighborhood quality of life
when Caltransinitially released the draft version of the report.
Caltrans declined to conduct the more thorough investigation
requested by the groups.

Thecomplaint filed by ECOS and NAST citesnumerousde-
ficienciesin Caltrans environmenta impact analysis. Among
these deficienciesisthe failure of Caltransto estimate the im-
pacts of increased traffic volumes and total vehicle milestrav-
eled that would result from adding lanes to Highway 50.

“Sacramento’s elected officials, planners and the public at
large need an honest and accurate assessment of the environ-
mental costs of expanding freeways,” commented Eric Davis,
co-chair of the Transportation Committee for ECOS. “We also
need an evaluation of the relative benefits of road expansion
compared with light rail and other transportation alternatives.
By fudging itsenvironmental impact analysis, Caltransisdeny-
ing the public and the region’s policy-makers the information
they need to make good transportation planning decisions.”

NAST representative Karen Jacques said, “ Caltrans needs
to be upfront about the impacts of freeway expansion on our
environment—worse air quality, increased sprawl, increased
traffic, and a reduction in quality of life for people in greater
Sacramento. CEQA requires full disclosure of these impacts,
and Caltrans has failed to make that disclosure.”

Primary Modes of Travel
By William Appleby
fter learning to crawl, infants learn to walk. Walkingisa
life-long primary skill. Walking and running have been the
primary modes of travel since the beginning of the human race.

During childhood, most children learntorideabicycle. This
tooisalife-long primary skill.

Some, but not all, adults earn the privilege and bear the cost
of operating a motor vehicle. This is an aternative mode of
travel towalking and cycling. Automobiles are an aternate mode
of travel to walking long distances, although many timesthose
distances could be traveled by the primary mode of cycling.

Holders of drivers' licenses operate motor vehicles only a
small proportion of their day. Mostly they usethe primary mode
of walking.

Worldwide, only asmall number, perhaps 5 percent or 6 per-
cent, of people own and operate the motor vehicleswhich im-
pose suffering and harm upon the other 90-plus percent of the
world’s population. That suffering and harm comes through
crash trauma and death, economic injustice, resource-caused
war and pollution to the life support systems of this planet,
including the altering of the global climate.

Itisincorrect and confusing to label walking and cycling as
alternates. They are clearly and logically the primary modes. It
ismotorcar travel that isthe alternate.

The question now becomes, why does the overwhelming
percentage of transportation planning and funding go to the
alternate mode, while the proponents of the primary modes
struggle to get accommodation in planning and more than a
token share of funds?

Some distant day our descendants will walk past the rusting
hunks of the last defunct, decomposing automobiles and won-
der just what the heck we were thinking!®

UNLOAD THAT SMOG BELCHER!

Help SABA and claim a charitable deduction
all at the same time!

If you would like to donate a car, truck, boat or RV,
give us a call at 444-6600.

Cars and trucks do not have 1o be divable, but they
should be complete — no missing engines or wheels, pleasa.

ECOS is a codlition of individuals and environmental and
civic organizations that supports land use and transportation
planning that makes more efficient use of land, preserves open
space and reduces pollution of air, water and land. NAST isan
association of neighborhood advocates and community orga-
nizations supporting cheaper, cleaner, and more efficient trans-
portation that allows all residents of the region to travel freely
and easily, far into the future, wherever they want to go. SABA
isamember of both ECOSand NAST.

For more information on the objectives of ECOS and NAST
we encourage you to visit:http://ecosair.blogspot.com/ or http:/

[nastsacramento.blogspot.com/ &®



http://ecosair.blogspot.com
http://nastsacramento.blogspot.com
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Wrap-up of Sacramento Bicycle

Kitchen’s First Year

By Jeffery Rosenhall

ramento’s all-volunteer bike collective has been open a

ear now and as an organization the Bicycle Kitchen ac-
complished things we are pretty proud of (and you should be
too). Located at 36™ and Broadway, the Sacramento Bicycle
Kitchen helpsbicyclistsfix their own bikes, provideslow-cost
refurbished bikesfor transportation and promotes bicycle safety.

Volunteer at work at Sacramento Bike Kitchen. Photo
courtesy of Sacramento Bike Kitchen volunteers

Here'sabrief run-down of what happened last year. First, we
expanded our hours of operation to four shifts a week and
managed to stay open with regularity. We have had a team of
dedicated volunteers who staffed the shop through the dead of
winter—simply amazing! We have volunteers who drop in for
one shift amonth and otherswho show up every week. (By the
way, we always need volunteers; it takes at least two to open).
Thisyear, volunteers tuned up and sold dozens of bikesin the
$40-$70 range, providing low-cost transportation for Sacramento
residents and putting forgotten bikes where they belong—back
on the road. Volunteers taught dozens more Sacramento resi-
dentshow to fix their own bikes—from flatsto brake cable rout-
ing to bottom bracket rebuilds. And we participated in some
great events, from neighborhood health fairs and street fairsto
Earth Day celebrations. Our collaboration with Bike Safe Sacra-
mento and L oaves and Fishes during the December light give-
away and bike tune-up day for the homeless was particularly
memorable. Basic bike maintenance classes were held at the
shop and at the Sacramento Foods Co-op. We hosted a
cyclocrossclinic with thehelp of Johnand LindaElgart, a“Build
Your Burning Man Bike” day and several free bike-in movie
nights where cyclists rolled up with blankets and snacks to
watch documentaries on bike messengers and cyclocross rac-
ing, aswell as classics like Pee \Wee's Big Adventure.

Thisnext year we aim to maintain our level of customer ser-
vice, continue hel ping others hel p themselves, and recondition
more donated bikes and put them back under people. We'll
produce more bike-themed T-shirtsthat promote bicycletrans-
portation and the growing bike culturein our region: “WeARE
traffic.” We will do more outreach and mobile eventsto bring

Canal Trail Crossing Gets Signal

he city of Rancho Cordova is installing a bicycle/pedes-

trian signal where the Folsom South Canal trail crosses
Sunrise Boulevard. Although the trail appears closed, it is to
remain open during construction.

The project includes the traffic signal, concrete work on the
roadsides and median, and two new streetlights. The existing
median fence will be removed. Push buttons for pedestrians
and cyclistswill beinstalled on both sides and in the median.
Thework, dated to be complete by thisfal, will meet Americans
for Disability Act (ADA) standards.

The Folsom South Canal trail at-grade crossings at both Sun-
rise and White Rock Road have long been problems for bicy-
clists. Plans for the Sunrise signal project have been in the
works for some time. The project is funded with fees paid by
AKT Devel opment stemming from the Anatoliadevel opment.

Thetrail may bealittleinconvenient to use during construc-
tion. Please exercise caution and have patience. When com-
pleted, this project will make crossing the busy six-lane boule-

vard safer and enhance the value of the Folsom South Canal
trail &

Construction is under way for a bicycle/pedestrian signal
where the Folsom South Canal trail crosses Sunrise
Boulevard. Photo by Lea Brooks

bike maintenance skillsto the community and reduce the barri-
ers that keep some from riding a bike. We also want more
Sacramentans in the shop-it's YOUR shop. We plan to work
with League Cycling Instructors and provide bike safety edu-
cation for kids and adults. We will bring more bike lights to
those who need them most. And we'll do it all with asmile, a
greasy handshake and a few words of encouragement. Please
take a moment to stop by the shop if you haven't already and
come back if you've been. Visit our Web site for hours and
other information at www.sacbikekitchen.org.&®


www.sacbikekitchen.org
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A Pedaling Business

By Scott Yates
ou know what they say: If you make your passion your
business, you will never want again. If your passion is

cycling, the pedicab business may be for you. But do not ap-
proach the opportunity on awhim because it can be an expen-
sive and laborious endeavor.

Marc Christensenistheowner of Sacramento Valley Vel ocab,
currently the only pedicab business operating in Sacramento.
After selling ahomein the Natomas areaand moving to aresi-
dence downtown, Marc had some disposable income and a
location ideal for a pedicab hub.

“l saw an article in the Christian Science Monitor about
pedicabs operating in Europe,” Marc said as he recounts the
moment the pedicab ideasurfaced. “ | clipped thearticleto send
toafriend of minein Utahwhoisdeveloping an electric vehicle.
That is when | realized pedicabs could fill a need in Sacra
mento.”

Hwrm mmnn
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Sacramento Valley Velocab Driver Richard Reezes. Photo by Scott Yates

Sacramento has the makings for a successful pedicab ven-
ture: flat terrain, condensed urban environment, good weather
and bad air. Pedicabs are powered by the legs of a cyclist and
transport passengers from point A to point B. There are zero
carbon emissions from a pedicab and the costs are reasonabl e.

Sacramento Valley Vel ocab operatesthree pedicabsin down-
town and midtown, and charges by the block. The first block
costs $2 and each additional block is 50 cents. The price is
agreed upon before theride.

“Our passenger base is still developing,” Marc said. “The
business crowd has not embraced the idea of taking a pedicab
to a meeting or to lunch. We are doing more business with
tourists and travelers going back and forth from Old Sacra
mento to the Capitol and Downtown Plaza.”

Marc estimated he has nearly $40,000 invested in the busi-
ness. The German-madetricycles cost $10,000 each. When you
figure in shipping and the expense of designing artwork and

paying for the application of the art to the vehicle, each bike
costs about $13,000. The artwork is the key to a successful
pedicab business.

“The money for the business owner is in the advertising,”
said Neil Lubin, owner of Sacramento Rickshaw. “ Thedrivers
make their money with the passengers; we make our money
from thereal estate on our vehicles.”

Neil was instrumental in bringing pedicabs to Sacramento.
Heworked with the Sacramento City Council to build the nec-
essary regulationsto | egitimize the pedicab business. Hiscom-
pany, Sacramento Rickshaw, currently owns four pedicabs.
They al sit unused as Neil plansto sell hisbusinessand retire
toArizona.

If the costs of owning apedicab businessare unreadlistic, you
cantest your legs and customer-service skillsasadriver. Sacra-
mento Valley Velocab is currently hiring drivers for all shifts,
including part-time opportunities.

“Recruiting dedicated and capabledriversisvery important,”
said Marc of Sacramento Valley
Velocab. “The city dictates that | do a
background check and driving record
check for every driver; that gets expen-
sive when drivers don’'t show up for
. work the second day.”

Driversmust have avalid driver’sli-
cense, strong legsand lungs, and acre-
ative sense of adventure. Richard
Reevesisaregular driver with Sacra-
mento Valley Velocab. He recently
found a passenger base at the down-
town train depot.

“A passenger got on near the Capi-
tol and asked me to take them to the
train depot,” Richard said. “When | got
there, people were standing around
waiting for cabs and shuttles. Now, |
check the train schedule daily and if |
haveabreak inaction|’ll go over there
and pick up afare.”

All Sacramento Valley Velocab driv-
ers are independent operators. They
pay a$10 fee to rent the pedicab for a
day while they keep all faresand gratuities.

If you areinterested in driving apedicab afew daysaweek or
month, visit Sacramento Valley Vel ocab a www.ridevel ocab.com.
If you are interested in owning a pedicab business, call Neil
L ubin of Sacramento Rickshaw (916) 801-4780.%¥

EXTRA! EXTRA!

READ ALL ABOUT IT!
ELECTRONIC SQUEAKY WHEEL!
(et The Sgueaky Wheel in glarious full colord
Uze electrons, save trees!
Cut SABA printing & mailing costs!
Simply send an e-mall, subject “Electronic newsletter” to

saba@sacbike.org.



www.ridevelocab.com
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City Adds Bike Lanes to 19
Street

nlate July, thecity of Sacramento added bikelaneson 19"
Street from R to X streets by reducing the number of lanes
and restriping. The project was the first phase of converting
both 19" and 219 streetsin midtown from threeto two lanesand
adding bike lanes. More phases will be completed thisyear.
On 19" Street, bike lanes will be added all the way from H
Street to Broadway. On 21% Street, bikelanesare planned from |
Street to W Street.
Like N, Pand Q streets are now, the streets will remain one
way and one-way bike lanes will be added on both sides.
According to the city, the lane conversions and other com-
ponents of the more extensive two-way conversion project will
enhance neighborhood livahility, reduce speeds and volumes,
improve the pedestrian environment, improve neighborhood
and customer access, and provide bike lanes on key streets.
In addition, the contract for restoring Freeport Boulevard
and 21% Street to two-way traffic south of Broadway has been
awarded and work will start this month.&®
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Cyclist enjoys new 19" Street bike lane near Safeway. Photo
by Walt Seifert

Comments Sought

BA recently completed two draft “issues and in-
erests’ papers on trail signage and bicycle cross-
ingsof rivers, freeways, railroads and other barriers. The
papersdetail features cyclistswant and the reasonswhy.
They will be used aswe make our desiresknown to gov-
ernment officials.
Please take alook at the papers at http://sacbike.org/
advocacy/. Send any comments with suggested changes
or additions to saba@sachike.org.®

Roseville Activists Making
Progress

hile Roseville bicyclists continue to face big obstacles,
the city isbecoming more bicycle-friendly, according to
DavidAllen, new director of BikingRoseville.

David, whotook over asdirector after BikingRosevillefounder
Bjorn Haake recently moved to Belgium, gave aprogressreport
about the group’s effortsat the SABA July 25 general member-
ship meeting. (For those of you who never had the pleasure of
meeting the charismatic and car-free Bjorn, his article in the
April 2006 issue of The Squeaky Wheel described how he
moved from an apartment to a house using a bike trailer de-
signed to carry up to 300 pounds.)

David, who recently became aleague of American Bicyclists
League Cycling Instructor, reported that the group’s primary
purpose is to provide safe bicycling classes and to help with
theannual Roseville Bikefest celebration. The group aso holds
quarterly meetingswith Rosevill€e' sbicycle/pedestrian coordi-
nator and will participate in the update of the city’s bikeway
master plan.

Two primary challengesfacing Rosevillecyclistsarethe need
for safe and convenient crossings of Interstate 80 and better
bicycle accommodations on high-speed arterials. Anyone in-
terested in helping make Roseville a safer and more pleasant
place to cycle should check out the group’s Web site at
www.BikingRoseville.org.

In other Roseville news, which was announced at the July 26
Sacramento Area County of Governments’ Bicycle-Pedestrian
Advisory Committee, aone-mile section of the Antelope Creek
biketrail has been completed. It runsfrom the intersection of
GalleriaBoulevard and Berry Street to the Rocklin city limits.
Thetrail providesan alternativeto crossing Roseville Parkway
and Highway 65.

The Miners' Ravine trail has been extended from Harding
Boulevardto SierraCollege Boulevard.

Thedraft Roseville Bicycle Master Planisavailablefor com-

ment at: http://www.roseville.ca.us/news/displaynews.asp?
Newsl D=986.8®

SABA'’s Legislation in Senate

BA'shill, AB 163, to establish minimum standardsfor bike
acilities at state buildingsis still on aroll. The Green and
Healthy Workplace Bicycle Facilities Act of 2007 would put
Cadliforniaon the path to providing bike parking, showers and
clothing lockers for state office workers and bike parking for
visitors to state buildings.

Thebill passed the Senate Governmental Organization Com-
mittee on July 10 by a 5-3 vote and has been referred to the
Senate Appropriations Committee for an August hearing.

Thebill continuesto pick up organizational support and has
been written about in the Sacramento News & Review and The
Sacramento Bee severa times. Caltrans wants to get a head
start on meeting the spirit, if not theletter, of the bill now.

Find the latest on hill status and actions you can take at
www.sacbike.org. If the bill isstill inthe Senate, please write
your Senator and urge that they vote for AB 163.8


http://www.roseville.ca.us/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=986
www.sacbike.org
http://sacbike.org/advocacy
http://sacbike.org/advocacy
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Tip of the Month

Cross with Carel

By David Takemoto-Weerts
ast month | wrote about sidewalk riding. While walkway
wheeling is not generally advised, most of us find our-

selves doing it on occasion. What's more common is bike path
riding, and if you' rein an areawith side paths, you arelikely to
find yourself entering a crosswalk where the side path crosses
aroadway. Isit legal to bikein acrosswak? My experienceis
that if you ask most police officers, they will tell you that it's not
legal. Ask them what vehicle code section would be violated
and you may hear somethinglike, “1'll get back toyou onthat!”

lllustration by Jeffery Rosenhall

Several years ago, this question came before the California
BicycleAdvisory Committee. A Caltrans attorney wrotethat it
was illegal to pedal in a crosswalk owing to the CVC section
(8275) that defines a crosswalk as “any portion of a roadway
distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other
markingsonthesurface.” Inshort, it'sunlawful becauseacross-
walk is defined as a facility intended for pedestrian use (see
http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/vctop/ve/ve.htmfor all CVC sec-
tions).

Thisisn't much different from the CVC definition (section
555) of asidewalk as“that portion of ahighway... set apart...for
pedestriantravel.” Weknow that sidewalk cyclingislegal state-
wide unless proscribed by local ordinance. Because a cross-
walk is, essentially, an extension of a sidewalk across a road,
doesn’tit seemlogical that if sidewalk riding isallowed, cross-
walk riding should be aswell?

Thecity of LosAngeles has been devel oping draft language
to submit to the state L egidatureto clarify thelaw and, presum-
ably, ensure that cyclistsaren’t unjustly penalized when enter-
ing acrosswalk, especialy from aside path. | haven’t seenthe
draft text, but one possible model would be Oregon’s law that

Join the Great American River
Clean Up

he annual American River Parkway Foundation’s Great

American River Clean Up will be Sept. 15, from 9 am. to
noon. Participating in the clean up is a great way for SABA
members to show their appreciation for the Parkway. Please
volunteer at either of SABA's adopted sites: Mile 8 or the Sac-
ramento Northern Bikeway trailhead, which ison C Street be-
tween 19" and 20" streets.

For moreinformation and to register for the event go to http:/
/www.arpf.org/. List SABA as your organization when you
register. Or you can let SABA Volunteer Coordinator Larry
Robinson know you' |l bethere by calling 444-6600 or e-mailing

volunteer @sacbike.org.®

T L "9
Unsightly trash has accumulated and awaits the Great

American River Clean Up crew. Please do your part to
improve the Parkway. Photo by Lea Brooks

allows cycliststo ride through crosswalks at speeds no greater
than an ordinary pedestrian’s pace. The complete code at
www.|eg.state.or.us/ors/814.html should be read to better un-
derstand how this works.

In Davis, we have many side paths that empty cyclists di-
rectly into crosswalks, and everyone rides through them. I've
never heard of acyclist being cited for such an“infraction,” but
have been told by police officersthat it is“illegal.” Until this
ambiguity isclarified, I’ d advise cycliststo use their best judg-
ment in such situations. Even better advice is to avoid side
paths and their inherent hazards altogether.®
David Takemoto-Weerts is the University of California,
Davis, bike coordinator and a League of American Bicy-
clists’ League Cycling Instructor.


http://www.arpf.org
http://www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/vctop/vc/vc.htm
www.leg.state.or.us/ors/814.html
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Phone (work): ( ) -

. volunteering.
E-mail address:

L1 must haveaSABA T-shirt! Shirtsare$15 each.
Size: s M L XL

SABA isa501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Contributionsaretax deductible.
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| Pleasefill in,includeyour check payableto"SABA," and  =3$1000 Legacy Club* :
: mail to: - ($500 L eadership Circler :

BA
*
! 909 12" Sireet, Suite 114 5100 Century !
| Sacramento, CA 95814 L $75 BusinessyGroup |
: | want to beapart of an organization that isdoing things El$75 Sugtaining* :
| Name Cs40 Family I
| Address. . I
I City: 30 1ndividua I
1 Sae Zip: * Free T-shirt—indicate size below |
: Phone (home): ( ) - wm oney'snot enough! Contact me about :
| |
| |
I I
| |
| |
I I
| |
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