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Letters to the Editor

We want to hear from you!
Preferably e-mail your letter to: saba@sacbike.org
or mail it to:	 SABA 

909 12th Street, Suite 116 
Sacramento, CA 95814

Letters may be edited for length or clarity. 
Editor:

I couldn’t disagree more with the letter by Evan Jones in the 
September issue responding to Lea Brooks’ column, “Keep 
Illegal Camping Under Control.” 

As the recent fires that closed the bike path and increased 
crime along it prove, illegal camping along the American River 
is out of control. Most of the cyclists I ride with, particularly 
women and children, now avoid the stretch near Discovery Park 
and Blue Diamond completely out of fear of assault (or worse). 
New cutbacks in community policing being implemented under 
the budget approved by Mayor Fargo and the City Council mean 
even less safety for those of us who regularly use the Parkway, 
and they come at a time when violent crime in Sacramento has 
soared 55 percent during the last seven years.

It is unfortunate that our city leaders aren’t addressing the 
chronic homelessness problem that is plaguing downtown, K 
Street and midtown. Nonetheless, the American River Park-
way should not be allowed to be a haven for illegal camping. 
It should be safe to use for its intended purpose: providing a 
transportation corridor, recreation and environmental protec-
tion for our families.

Steven Maviglio
Editor’s note: Steven Maviglio is mayoral candidate Kevin 
Johnson’s campaign manager.

Pro Walk/Pro Bike
By Walt Seifert

The Seattle Pro Walk/Pro Bike Conference last month had the 
largest attendance ever, with more than 800 registrants. The 

conference, held every other September, attracts representatives 
from government agencies, advocacy groups and public health 
organizations from across North America.

The keynote speaker was Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels, who 
has been a national leader in the fight against global warming. 
Nearly 900 cities have signed on to the U.S. Mayors’ Climate 
Protection Agreement. The mayor announced funding to com-
plete sections of Seattle’s well-known Burke Gillman Trail.

The closing plenary featured Congressman James Oberstar, 
chair of the House of Representatives Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure and leading bicycle advocate in 
Congress. Oberstar said we are on the verge of a bicycling 
century. He noted that in the past, getting bicycle legislation 
through Congress required being not noticed. Now as com-
mittee chair, he said, “You are not petitioners any more. You 
have a seat at the table of transportation.” Oberstar predicted 
that instead of consuming eight barrels of oil a year in our cars, 
we’d be consuming 86.000 calories a year. He vowed, “We 
are going to convert America from a hydrocarbon society to a 
carbohydrate society.” 

I was most impressed with presentation sessions about bike 
boulevards, counting bikes and signage. Bike boulevards have 
been very successful in attracting riders in Vancouver, and 
Portland. Counting bikes has demonstrated the considerable 
progress Portland has made in changing mode share. Seattle’s 
signage program has been thoroughly planned and involved 
city staff and consultants.

The Sacramento area was once again well-represented at the 
conference. Other local attendees were Ed Cox, Mike Dour, 
Tara Goddard (bike coordinators from the cities of Sacra-
mento, Roseville and Davis respectively), Chris Holm (Walk-
Sacramento), Sue Teranishi (SABA) and Paul Zykofsky (Local 
Government Commission).

Some of the Sacramento area contingent enjoying Pro Walk/
Pro Bike conference in Seattle. From l, Tara Goddard, Chris 
Holm, Sue Teranishi, Ed Cox, Walt Seifert

H Street Undercrossing Striped!

New bike lanes on H Street at Elvas Avenue and Union 
Pacific undercrossing were striped on Sept. 2. Let churchbells 
ring and prisoners be set free! Photo by Walt Seifert
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Cyclists climb hill to Golden 
Gate Bridge. See complete story 
on page 1. Photo by Lea Brooks

Light On!
Once again this fall and winter, SABA will be giving away 

free headlights and tail lights to unlit cyclists riding after 
dark. This will be the program’s third year.

It turns out that giving stuff away takes a little time and effort, 
at least the way we do it. We actually install the lights and try to 
educate the recipients by giving them a copy of Street Smarts, 
a safety booklet by John Allen.

If you’d like to help with Light On!, we’d love to have you. 
Please contact SABA volunteer coordinator Larry Robinson at 
444-6600 or volunteer@sacbike.org. It’s wonderful to get in the 
holiday spirit and especially rewarding to make cyclists safer 
and hear their words of gratitude. We don’t apply a means test 
when we give away the lights, but it is clear many recipients 
would have difficulty affording them.

We’re thankful to have received a grant from the McKinley 
East Sacramento Neighborhood Association for this year’s 
program and for additional support from light supplier Planet 
Bike.

NAST Receives Award
Neighbors Advocating Sustainable Transportation (NAST) 

and its member organizations will be recognized as En-
vironmentalists of the Year by the Environmental Council of 
Sacramento (ECOS). The recognition comes for NAST’s work 
and victory in challenging Caltrans’ plans to expand Highway 
50  SABA is a member of NAST. 

For 36 years, ECOS has presented the Environmentalists 
of the Year Awards to individuals, projects and organizations 
that exemplify leadership in environmental advocacy and 
activism.

The awards will be presented at the First Annual ECOS Fall 
Festival!

“Falling into Green” on Saturday, Oct. 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. 
at 620 4th St., West Sacramento, easily accessible by bike or 
foot from downtown or midtown Sacramento.

In addition to the awards, there will be live music, activities 
for all ages, great local food and drink, information tables and 
a mini farmers market. Ticket prices and more information are 
available at www.ecosacramento.net.


