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Nominate a Clean Air Champion
Today

B reathe California of Sacramento-Emigrant Trails requests
your help in identifying Clean Air Champions for the 2009
Clean Air Awards. For decades, our metropolitan area has been
listed as one of the most polluted in the country. But there are
businesses, individuals, agencies and organizations that go
above and beyond to help make our region a healthier place
to live and breathe. If you know an individual or organization
that has been working hard to improve air quality in our region,
please help recognize their efforts by nominating them for a
Clean Air Award!

Nomination deadline is Jan. 31, and the awards will be pre-
sented at the 33 Annual Clean Air Awards Luncheon, on May
7. To nominate a Clean Air Champion and for more information
on the luncheon, go to hitp://www.sacbreathe.org.&®

Reps Needed
ABA needs representatives on two city of Sacramento
committees. One is the Transportation Programming
Guide (TPG) Advisory Committee. The other is the 65% Street
Redevelopment Advisory Committee. Both committees are
open to city residents. SABA has a formally designated rep-
resentative on the TPG committee. Committee members are
compensated.
More information about the committees can be found at http://
www.cityofsacramento.org/clerk/boards_and commissions/.
If you are interested in being the SABA TPG representative,
contact Walt Seifert, saba@sacbike.org or 444-6600.

Sacramento Northern Cleanup
here will be a cleanup starting at 9 a.m., Jan. 24 at the
trailhead near 19" and C streets. Rain cancels. We’ll

try to get rid of the lush weeds and some non-native plants.

Contact Volunteer coordinator Larry Robinson at 444-6600 or

volunteer@sacbike.org if you would like to help get the trail

in shape.@

Court Victory in Jeopardy

n June 2008 a Superior Court judge ruled inadequate the

Caltrans Environmental Impact Report for a project to widen
Highway 50 by adding HOV lanes. This was a major victory
for Neighbors Advocating Sustainable Transportation (NAST)
and the Environmental Council of Sacramento. As it turned out,
the victory had statewide repercussions.

Instead of fixing the environmental document, Caltrans and
Gov. Schwarzenegger pushed for an exemption from require-
ments of the California Environmental Quality Act for the
Highway 50 project plus some 10 other projects. The gover-
nor insisted on making the exemptions part of the unrelated
state budget negotiations. Though the state is required by its
constitution to have a balanced budget, the governor argued
that the road projects had to have environmental exemptions
to provide an economic stimulus. Apparently no projects that
pass environmental muster exist.

Bicycle Commuter Act Update
ere is the latest information from the League of American
Bicyclists’ Web site on the bicycle commuter benefit that
took effect Jan. 1, 2009. The benefit provides up to $20 a month
to employees who regularly commute by bike.

Cash Reimbursement:

Under the cash reimbursement method, the employer would
reimburse the employees for cash outlay for costs associated
with their monthly bike commute. The reimbursement would
be for up to the $20 maximum monthly amount. In this case,
the $20 would come from the cooperating employer.

The key point to consider in setting up a cash reimbursement
program is that there is a mechanism for the employee to cer-
tify that he or she will commute to work by bike a substantial
portion of the month (that could 60 percent of the time as an
example). Additionally, that there is a bona fide reimbursement
arrangement whereby the employee provides receipts for cov-
ered expenses incurred, such as bike maintenance, commuting
gear, parking facilities, changing or shower facilities.

Employee-paid pre-tax benefit option

By establishing a pre-tax deduction program, employers per-
mit their employees to take out $20 a month from their pay as
a pre-tax deduction program. The employees fund the benefit,
and employers save federal payroll taxes. The amount of the
pre-tax deduction is no longer treated or reported as taxable
salary. In many areas, this deduction may also be free of state
or city income tax.

Please note that if the employee chooses to set aside $20 per
month from his or her pay as pre-tax, the $20 pre-tax deduc-
tion must be parsed out from the salary as a separate pre-tax
deduction on the employee’s pay stub.

This special transportation pre-tax benefit program is exempt
from complex use restrictions common to cafeteria plans and
flexible spending accounts. These “qualified transportation
fringe benefits” are excluded from cafeteria plans under section
125 of the Internal Revenue Code (Title 26). The company will
not have to write a plan document or obtain IRS approval, so
there is less paperwork. There are no irrevocable elections or
forms. A pre-tax program can be started any time of the year or
enrollment can be limited to certain times of the year.

Please keep in mind that, as with the parking, transit, and
qualified parking programs, the bicycle commuter provision is
a voluntary fringe benefit, so your employer will still have to
set up a process to administer the benefit that works for your
organization.

More information is available on the League of American
Bicyclists’ Web site and from IRS publication 15-B, Employer’s
Tax Guide to Fringe Benefits, which can be found at http://
www.irs.gov/publ/irs-pdf/p15b.pdf.k

We want to hear from you!
Preferably e-mail your letter to: saba@sacbike.org
or mail it to: SABA

909 12t Street, Suite 116
Sacramento, CA 95814
Letters may be edited for length or clarity.
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The Light On! sign is a beacon
at the Tower Bridge site. See
story page 6. Photo by Natalie
Morris
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County Bikeway Plan
Workshops Set

As part of Sacramento County’s efforts to
update its portion of the Bikeway Master
Plan, it has scheduled two workshops for public
review and comment:

Thursday, Jan. 22, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
County Cooperative Extension
4145 Branch Center Road,
Sacramento

Monday, Jan. 26, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
North Highlands

Recreation & Park District
6040 Watt Ave.

North Highlands

SABA members are encouraged to participate
as the updated plan will guide bikeway devel-
opment in the unincorporated area for years to
come.®

Bike Lane And Path Miles
By City and County

BEGINNING ADDED 2008
JURISDICTION LANE PATH LANE PATH
Citrus Heights *ok *oE ok o
DaViS kok koK sk ek
El Dorado County ok ok 2 0
Elk Grove 51 22 2 0
Folsom ok *oE NA *x
Rancho Cordova 40 15 K o
Roseville 83 27 0 1
Sacramento* 224.5 72.3 15.5 3.5
Sacramento
County ok ok 5.2 0
West Sacramento 30.5 0.5 0.5 3.5

Bike lane miles are “centerline” miles, street segments with bike lanes on

both sides

*Sacramento lane miles include bike lanes and bike routes.

**Data not available




